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TAGS: PORG, OECD, AU 

SUBJECT: AUSTRIA AND THE ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (OECD) 

1. SUMMARY. AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE UN, PETER 
JANKOWITSCH, WHO IS BEING REASSIGNED AS AUSTRIA'S PERMA- 
NENT REPRESENTATIVE TO THE OECD, ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR 
SCHOBER, CALLED ON EUR DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY VINE 
MAY 16 TO DISCUSS OECD-RELATED MATTERS. JANKOWITSCH 
TOUCHED ON FOUR SUBJECTS: (1) U.S. VIEW OF OECD; (2) 
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OECD-SUMMIT RELATIONSHIP; (3) UN OBSERVER STATUS FOR OECD; 

AND (4) INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY (IEA). AMBASSADOR 
SCHOBER ALSO RAISED AUSTRIAN CANDIDACY FOR CHAIRMAN OF 1979 
OECD MINISTERIAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. AFTER EMPHASIZING IMPORTANCE WHICH SMALL COUNTRY LIKE 
AUSTRIA ATTACHES TO OECD, JANKOWITSCH ASKED HOW U.S. 
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VIEWS THE OECD. VINE RESPONDED THAT. DESPITE EXISTENCE 
OF OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND EVENTS ELSEWHERE, U.S. CONSIDERS 
THE OECD TO BE THE PRIMARY MECHANISM FOR COORDINATION OF 
ECONOMIC POLICIES AMONG THE INDUSTRIALIZED DEMOCRACIES. 

HE NOTED, HOWEVER, THERE IS SOMETIMES MERIT IN USING SMALL 
GROUPS FOR SPECIAL PROBLEMS AND WE ARE PRAGMATIC IN OUR 
APPROACH. OUR FEELING IS THAT THE ORGANIZATION SHOULD 

ADJUST TO THE PROBLEMS RATHER THAN THE OTHER WAY AROUND. 
JANKOWITSCH AGREED, NOTING THAT INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
SHOULD BE THE SERVANT OF GOVERNMENTS. 

3. JANKOWITSCH THEN ASKED HOW THE SUMMIT FITS INTO THE 

OECD FRAMEWORK. VINE NOTED THAT, WHILE THE OECD SECRETARIAT 
AS SUCH IS NOT PARTICIPATING IN SUMMIT PREPARATION, THE 
OECD'S WORK IS BEING DRAWN UPON EXTENSIVELY BY THE VARIOUS 
SUMMIT PREPARATORY GROUPS AND THAT THE OECD MINISTERIAL, 
WHICH WILL TREAT THE SAME ISSUES AS THE SUMMIT, AFFORDS 
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR NON-SUMMIT COUNTRIES TO MAKE THEIR 
VIEWS KNOWN DIRECTLY. JANKOWITSCH NOTED, AND VINE AGREED, 
THAT THE OECD WILL HAVE AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN SUMMIT FOLLOW- 
UP. 

4. JANKOWITSCH MADE STRONG GOA PITCH FOR UNGA OBSERVER 
STATUS FOR THE OECD, STATING IT WOULD HAVE A POSITIVE EFFECT 
ON G-77 AT UNGA. VINE REPLIED THAT U.S. SUPPORTS UNGA 
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OBSERVER STATUS FOR OECD BUT THAT OUR VIEWS WERE NOT SHARED 
BY SOME KEY EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 

5. JANKOWITSCH, NOTING U.S. IEA MEMBERSHIP. ASKED ABOUT 
STATUS OF U.S. ENERGY PROGRAM. VINE STRESSED CONGRESSIONAL 
ROLE AND BROUGHT HIM UP TO DATE ON PROGRESS ON EACH OF 
FIVE MAIN ISSUES BEFORE CONGRESS, NOTING THAT NATURAL GAS 
PRICING AND CRUDE OIL EQUALIZATION TAX WERE THE MOST IM- 
PORTANT AND CONTROVERSIAL PIECES OF THE ADMINISTRATION S 
PROGRAM. JANKOWITSCH ALSO ASKED ABOUT POSSIBLE AUSTRALIAN 
IEA MEMBERSHIP AND WAS INFORMED OF INTERNAL AUSTRALIAN 
CONSIDERATION AND RESULTS OF LANTZKE VISIT LAST MONTH. 

6. IN RESPONSE TO SCHOBER'S QUESTION ON CHAIRMANSHIP OF 
1979 OECD MINISTERIAL, VINE INFORMED HIM U.S. HAD DECIDED 
TO SUPPORT TURKEY SINCE TURKEY HAD ALSO SOUGHT POST FOR 
1978 WHEN U.S. WAS COMMITTED TO JAPAN, BUT THAT WE WERE 
ALREADY INDICATING OUR SUPPORT FOR AUSTRIAN CHAIRMANSHIP 
IN 1980. 
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